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To Olentangy Trail

Greenways and trails are no longer occasional recreational amenities for m ore  se rious
c yc lists and runne rs. Trails and m ulti-use  paths m ake  c onne ctions be twe e n points,
provid ing gre ate r ac c e ss to ne ighborhood s, parks, sc hools, town c e nte rs, and othe r
inte re sting d e stinations. This all le ad s to im prove d  he alth for re sid e nts as we ll as inc re ase d
e c onom ic d e ve lopm e nt. In d e ve lope d  are as whe re  inte rc onne ction has be e n ac hie ve d
ne tworks can be  use d for e ve ryd ay transportation.
N um e rous stud ie s throughout the  c ountry d e m onstrate  that trails and bike ways provid e
the  following be ne fits to the  public:
1. Inc re ase d  re gional e c onom ic activity through re c re ation and tourism ;
2. Be tte r he alth through re d uc e d  obesity, hype rte nsion, d iabe te s, and card iovascular
    d ise ase  am ong trail use rs;
3. Inc re ase d  re al e state  value s, e spe c ially of prope rtie s locate d c lose  to trails;
4. Im prove d  air q uality with the  use  of non-m otorize d  transportation;
5. Inc re ase d  ability to re c ruit ne w busine sse s and  ind ivid uals with skills;
6. Pre se rvation of wild life  habitat and  sc e nic, historic, re c re ational, and cultural asse ts;
7. Crim e  prote ction - trail use rs are  far m ore  like ly to d e te r and pre ve nt c rim e  than
    c om m it it.
The  d e ve lopm e nt of a high-q uality trails syste m  is a c ost-e ffe ctive  way to m ake  a
com m unity m ore  livable , he althy, and e c onom ically vibrant, and  a way to attract the
e m ploye rs and  ind ivid uals m ost like ly to c ontribute  to positive  growth.

Please visit the Map Center at www.dcrpc.org
for an interactive map showing these facilities
as well as sidewalks.

Delaware County, OhioTrail System Master Plan

The  inform ation shown on this m ap is com pile d  from  various sourc e s available  whic h we  be lie ve  to be
ac curate . For update d  inform ation, go to www.d c rpc.org and  visit the  Map Ce nte r. Use rs of this m ap should
be  aware  that pote ntial hazard s and  obstructions m ay e xist on the  route s shown and  no e ntity can warrant
the  safe ty or fitne ss of the  route s shown. Inc lusion of a route  on the  m ap d oe s not guarante e  public use  or
othe r pote ntial lim itations along that route . The  use r of this m ap be ars full re sponsibility of his or he r own
safe ty. Photos c ourte sy of the  De laware  County Conve ntion and  V isitors Bure au, Me gan Edward s, and  the
DCRPC

De laware  County offe rs big-tim e  attractions and sm all-town c harm  just m inute s north of
Colum bus, Ohio. W ith a wid e  range  of activitie s and attractions, it’s a playground for e ve ry
ge ne ration to e njoy. Expe rie nc e  the  e ne rgy and e xc ite m e nt of a m ajor m e tropolitan are a or
ge t bac k to nature  with e nd le ss outd oor activitie s like  boating, fishing, m ountain biking, and
cam ping.
The  County is hom e  to two of Ohio’s State  Parks, as we ll as Highbanks Metro Park and  othe r
public spac e s around re se rvoirs and  rive rs. W ate r re c re ation, bird watc hing, and basking in
the  tranq uility of nature  are  all available  within the  are a. Many of the se  opportunitie s are
locate d  within one  of the  County’s m any Pre se rvation Parks, whe re  trails and natural are as
abound. Othe r m ajor outd oor attractions inc lud e  the  Colum bus Zoo and Aq uarium ,
Zoom be zi Bay, Ole ntangy Ind ian Cave rns, Stratford  Ec ological Ce nte r, and num e rous historic
structure s and  plac e s. The  County also hosts two m ountain bike  d e stinations, e xte nsive
e q ue strian trails, and  m any m ile s of sc e nic wate rways for canoe ing and  kayaking. Che c k out
the  m ap for the  rive rs, lake s, and re se rvoirs locate d throughout the  County.
V isitors can focus the ir outd oor pursuits in spe c ific parts of the  County. In the
Sunbury/Gale na are a, Alum  Cre e k State  Park fe ature s all type s of wate r re c re ation, hiking,
m ountain biking, and cam ping. Bird  watc he rs can se arc h for spe c ie s at the  Mud flats
Boardwalk, wand e r am ong the  tall tre e s at Hogbac k Rid ge  Pre se rvation Park, and vie w
ospre y ne sts in the  northe rn re ac he s of Alum  Cre e k.
In the  Powe ll are a, a visit to the  historic d owntown can le ad  to tim e  hiking at parks like
Shale  Hollow, Em ily Traphage n, or Highbanks. To the  we st, the  sm all village  of Shawne e  Hills
is locate d  along the  shore  of the  O’Shaughne ssy Re se rvoir. The  re se rvoir’s dam  inc lud e s a
park, obse rvation are a, and  pic nic fac ilitie s, and  just north of town is a plac e  to park, fish,
and d o a little  kayaking.

De laware  County c ontinue s to be  ranke d  as one  of the  he althie st c om m unitie s in Ohio. By m any
m e asure s, the  c ounty has ranke d  ne ar the  top of the  list for se ve ral ye ars, but how d o we  d o in
re c re ation, parks, bike ways, and sid e walks?
Statistics sugge st that a c om m unity that lac ks ad e q uate  re c re ational fac ilitie s is like ly to c re ate
fe we r re sid e nts who c hoose  to be  active . He althy Com m unitie s through Active  Transportation
e ve nts sponsore d  by the  c om bine d  e fforts of the  De partm e nt of Transportation, the  De laware
Ge ne ral He alth District, and the  De partm e nt of N atural Resourc e s ind icate  inte re st from  a broad
c ross-se ction of e ntitie s and re sid e nts. Active  c ollaboration within the  County is an im portant
ind icator that the se  d isc ipline s all play a part in im proving the  he alth of our c om m unitie s.
It c om e s as no surprise , the n, that the  re c e nt obe sity pre ve ntion plan c re ate d  by the  Ohio
De partm e nt of He alth state s that “various state  age nc ie s that d o not d ire ctly d e al with he alth or
he alth care  have  program s and polic ie s that im pact he alth and  have  the  pote ntial to he lp
pre ve nt or re d uc e  obe sity.” Of the  plan’s thre e  m ain goals, the  first is to im prove  physical activity
options and  opportunitie s. 
Ec onom ic d e ve lopm e nt is a ke y d rive r in our c om m unitie s today. W ith the  c halle nge s fac e d  by
local and  state  gove rnm e nt, it is m ore  im portant than e ve r that d ollars are  spe nt wise ly and in
ways that e nc ourage  e c onom ic d e ve lopm e nt. That is why the  De laware  County
Com m issione rs e stablishe d  the  De laware  County Trail Com m itte e  to stud y propose d  proje cts and
d e fine  opportunitie s that c ould  be  prioritize d  and ac c om plishe d . 
Many com m unitie s within De laware  County have  ind ivid ual bike /pe d e strian fac ility plans and /or
re c re ational approac he s. This m ap and  the  re late d  plan are  im portant e fforts to highlight the
e xisting re c re ational opportunitie s throughout the  County while  provid ing a fram e work for local
gove rnm e nts and the  County to use  in future  fac ility planning. Its focus is prim arily on pave d
trails, although m any othe r type s of trails are  offe re d  ac ross the  County. Bac kground inform ation
and ad d itional data re late d to this m ap can be  found by visiting www.d c rpc.org and c lic king on
"Curre nt Proje cts." For an inte ractive  m ap, go to the  sam e  link and  c lic k on "Map Ce nte r."

Pre pare d  by: De laware  County Re gional Planning Com m ission
(740-833-2260) www.d c rpc.org
Original Data Provid e d  by the  De laware  County Aud itor's GIS De partm e nt
(Road Ce nte rline s, Munic ipal Bound ary, Hyd rology, Township Boundary, e tc.)
(740-833-2070)
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